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ho ndi, theo ho thdy, banh dap xudng trong vi thé dé
dap, ching t6i cling mudén dét bét xang (cho nhe phi
co dé banh dap khong phai chiu thém stic ndng dé bi
sum banh khi dép va it nguy hiém hon, nhat 1a khi phi
ca bi crash trén phi dao) nén bdo cho dai kiém soat xin
bay vong traffic pattern, giti banh dap & vi tri down va
bay bon hay ndm vong trong traffic pattern, ha canh can
dé chuén bi dap, nhin ra canh, chung t6i thdy canh can
xudng 6 vi tri dap, thay vi dap binh thudng, chung toi
bay cén tién dai gip hai can tién binh thuong, khi phi
co viia qua threshold cu6i phi dao, 2 xe ctiu hoa san
sang bén phi dao phong chay kem hai bén phi co, phi
co cham banh nhe nhang va an toan trén phi dao, IP ndi
v6i toi san sang phu dap thing néu can, phi co ngling &
gan cuo6i phi dao, xuoéng khoi phi co dau trén phi dao,
nhan vién phi dao gai chot an toan vao 3 banh dap, kéo
phi co vé bai diu, khi ra kiém soat lai phi co, thiy rat
nhiéu chét long mau do bén than phai.

Hoém nay, bay phi vu cross country (bay qua dap
vangt dém & phi truong khac), chiing toi bay qua Mac-
Dill AFB, phia nam Tampa, Florida. Poan va Cu cat
canh trudc toi, ching t6i dén MacDill AFB dap sau 2
chiéc Phantom (F4) dap hop doan, dap xong, phi dao
con udt chic vi mua, dai ki€ém sodt mudn ching toi
dung exit & gitia phi dao thay vi chay dén cudi phi dao
mdi exit d€ c6 an toan cho chiéc F4 khac sau chung t6i
dang bay can tién, thdy t6i van ta ta vi hoc tro phai tuan
theo sach v khong dugc taxi qua nhanh, IP take over,
tong ga chay va exit gitia phi dao, phi trudng that rong,
ching t6i khong biét phai taxi va dau & dau, xin xe “Fol-
low Me” huéng dan, taxi theo sau xe “Follow Me” vo bai
dau, taxi way van con uét, nhin quanh thdy rat nhiéu
phi co chién dau F4, F106 oai phong, nhin lai chiéc T28
dang taxi véi 3 canh quat quay phach phach, t6i mim
cuoi nghi la minh dang lai chiéc ghe may dudi tom trén
song lach & vung bon.

Toi do ching t6i, 3 tro, 3 thay, tat ca 6 ngudi vé
nha bé me IP ctia tdéi va Doan, bd ong la Thugng Si
Thuy Quéan Luc Chién tting chién dau bén Viét Nam
ti€p don ching toi rdt niém nd va an can, ca 8 nguoi
cung dn com tdi chung va chuyén tro mot ldc, t6i dén 3
thing tro dugc phat 3 tii nga va ngt tai phong family,
c6 cam tudng rat than mit nhu mot gia dinh Viét Nam.

Hom sau, t6i cat canh va dap tai can ct hai quan
Pensacola, ngoi trong xe VAN trén duong vo check in
dé lay phong nghi dém, chung t6i di qua hangar cta
Blue Angles, phi d6i biéu dién ctia hai quan My, 4, 5
chiéc F4 dau trong hangar, 3, 4 chiéc ddu bén ngoai,
IP ndi véi tai x€ 1a c6 thé ngling dé€ ching t6i dén xem
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¢ Nhiing Manh Troi Khac Biét

nhiing chiéc Blue Angles nay khong, xe chdm lai, nhin
quanh, khong thdy ai canh gac hodc bao tri nén tai xé
khong diing lai, chung t6i mét co hoi dén gan nhung
chiéc Blue Angles, hoi tiéc ...

Sau khi check in va cat tai bay trong phong, toi
va IP van mdc 4o bay xudng cau lac bd si quan gan do
dn t6i, budc vao phong an, chi c6 hai chung t6i mic
ao bay, tat ca thuc khach déu mac d6 dan sy, khong
giong ho nhung van tinh bo, chiing tdi ngdi xudng ban
va chon phan an t6i, rat ngac nhién khi bartender mang
dén ban chung t6i 2 chai bia lanh va ly, dat xudng ban,
ndi véi ching tdi va gio ban tay vé phia 4 ngudi ngoi
cach chung t6i khoang 4 hay 5 ban la ho mai chung toi,
anh ma bia, rét ra gan day ly, 4 nguoi kia nang ly bia 1én
cao va ra ddu muon chung tdi cing udng can ly, ching
toi gat dau nang ly va udng can ly véi ho, xong thumb
up cam on ho, saing hom sau ching toi cat canh vé lai
Keesler.

Chung t6i dugc gin canh bay trude Tét am lich
ndm 1973, that sung suéng va thdéa man sau mot nam
du hoc, mdng bay bdéng dugc toai nguyén.

Toi va Poan ngac nhién va rat hanh dién nhan
lénh xuyén huén phan lyc T38 tai Laredo AFB, phia
nam San Antonio, Texas, sat bién giGi Mé Tay Co. Hai
dua dugc xe chd qua New Orlean dap may bay dan sy di
San Antonio, vi da lién lac trudc va vi ching toi c6 hon
3 gid ngling chd & phi trudng San Antonio, kéu taxi vé
cau lac bd si quan & Lackland tham du chuong trinh Tét
va dé€ gap ban bé méi sang tit Viét Nam, cling c6 vai dita
ban xudng tii Sheppard, nghe néi ching téi da dugc gan
canh bay va trén dudng sang xuyén hudn phan luc T38,
nhiing dda méi qua nhin véi dnh mat thém thudng va
than phuc, nhiing dtia dang hoc bay T37 thi hoi ganh ti,
ching t6i cling chia sé v6i nhau niém vui khong khi Tét
Nguyén Dan xa qué huong, chiung t6i t6i Laredo AFB
sau ntfa dém.

Lanh G suit, lanh va diéu chinh nén bay véi oxy-
gen mask, chung t6i nhép khéa 74/01, khoa cé 2 16p,
khoéa sinh khong muén tiép nhién liéu bang xang JP-4
nhung bang bia Schlitz - class patch cta khoa néi lén
diéu do.

Pai Uy John Swanson, IP ctia t6i va Doan da tling
bay OV-10 & Pleiku, tdi ciing bay rat nhiéu véi Dai Uy
Gary Oman, moéi hong, miéng lic nao ciing tuoi cudi
nhu con gai. Sau thoi gian ngan cho dia hudn, hém nay,
phi vu phan lyc dau tién, chiéc T38 cao, thon, cong,
tron, tréo 1én thang dé bude vao phong lai, 2 may phan
luc manh hon, cat canh véi toc do nhanh hon, khong
phai dap ti rudder phai nhu khi cit canh trén T28, ra
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